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Annual Review of the year 2020.

Looking back on what was to become a very difficult year, it is hard to recognise feelings
other than fear, confusion and isolation for many.  The rapid spread of the Corona virus
meant it proved to be a challenging time for all,  and unfortunately remains so.  The
Grange was forced to close in March, and still  remains closed at  the time of  writing
(March 2021).  This has deprived our members, supporters and friends of their social
meeting centre, the chance to have coffee and a chat on Thursdays, or to enjoy lunch on
the outside terrace on our monthly Saturday Open House Days.  We are all anticipating
the time when these can be resumed.
The restrictions put in place by the management of Victoria and Albert varied frequently
throughout  the  year  according  to  State  Health  Guidelines.   Sunnybank  Association
recognises and very much appreciates the sheer dedication, effort and hard work of all
the staff in both Residences to ensure the safety of all the residents.  We are extremely
glad to report there were no Covid-related deaths, residents or staff, in either Residence.

Activities
The closure of The Grange does not mean that our activities have stopped completely, far
from it!  Sunnybank's wonderful team of Visitors, led by Liz Brochet-King, continue to
make physical visits, whenever possible, on a daily basis to the Victoria Care Home, and,
thanks to new Visitor volunteers, on a regular  basis to  the Albert Retirement Home.
When not possible, visits were replaced by phone calls, emails and the sending of cards.
When it was possible, and in a suitably safe environment, residents were invited to The
Grange for coffee mornings, and on occasion, an Asian lunch.  These 'outings' were very
popular and certainly offered a change of scenery in a somewhat limited world.  The
Visiting team, again due to Liz's inspiration, devised an alternative Christmas celebration.
All Anglophone residents of Victoria received a small personalised gift for each day of

Advent,  ranging  from  lavender
bags,  bookmarks,  perfumes,
cupcakes, mince pies, mini plants,
to homemade cards and individual
letters  from  children  at  the  EIB
School  in  Pegomas.  Each  of  the
Anglophone  residents  in  Albert
received their own special Advent
Calendars.  The Big Blaze Chorus
was able to perform a shortened
concert  outside  and around both
buildings,  ensuring  that  all  the
residents could hear and rejoice in their singing.

With the closure to outside visitors for quite a while, the CIV school project was unable to
go ahead in the usual way.  But, several Sunnybank members were kind enough to offer
their services so the project could still take place.  Due to the restrictions, the children
and their ‘elder’ met using WhatsApp for one hour at a time over seven Friday mornings.
Somewhat different,  but still  a great success!  We hope that, should the children be
allowed access to Victoria in the autumn, we can return to this very worthwhile project
under normal circumstances.



One of the Visitor team, Sue Charlton,
has very kindly taken on the role of
Welfare  Officer  for  Anglophone
residents needing assistance in other
Retirement  Homes.   Maggie  Evans,
Welfare Officer for Victoria and Albert
residents, has been able to help some
of  them  through  certain  legal
minefields,  one  case  especially  has
been  extremely  long  and  complex.
Thankfully  there  is  now light  at  the
end  of  that  particular  tunnel!
However,  it  was  with  great  sadness
that we said final goodbyes to our oldest resident Trixie Buckel, US Navy Veteran Floyd
Grandell, former actress Norah Taylor, Bob Patterson and Elizabeth Williams.  Our thanks
to the EMERA team for ensuring a tranquil place in Victoria towards the end of their lives.

Fund Raising
The  closure  of  The  Grange  has,
obviously, greatly impacted on our ability
to  fund-raise.   However,  Sunnybank
Association has been able to continue to
support  seniors  in  Retirement  Homes.
What's  more,  we  do  still  have  funds
available,  so  please,  if  you  know  of
anyone  who  might  be  in  need  of  our
help,  email  us  at  info@sunny-bank.org
or call on 04 93 47 94 20.
We are all very much looking forward to the time that The Grange can re-open. One thing
that we will be asking however, is that your donations of books, bric-a-brac and clothes,
all in good condition it goes without saying, do not arrive en masse at the same time!  All
donations will require quarantine for 72 hours, meaning storing in a safe place.  Our
volunteers do a great  job at  the best  of  times,  sorting,  clearing and arranging your
donations so they are easy for you to peruse.  So please, help them, by bringing smaller
quantities.  Audrey, Carol & Jill, and all their teams, greatly appreciate your co-operation!

The Grange
The  Grange  remains  the  base  for  Sunnybank  Association  and  home  of  Helen  our
administrator to whom we say a big Thank You for her continued dedication.  During the
closure, other associations have, inevitably, been unable to use its facilities.  But, on re-
opening, Riviera Lifeline ( riviera-lifeline.org ) will return to fund-raise by offering their
light lunches in summer, and soup in winter.  The British Association of Cannes, Cancer
Support  Group  06,  Commonwealth  Club  and  the  International  Women's  Club  of  the
Riviera will all return to use our facilities.  The studio will once again be available for
family or friends visiting residents of Victoria and Albert.
Last but not least.  Sunnybank took advantage of the closure to improve the outside bar
area, and continues to maintain the lovely garden and terrace.  Let's hope we will see a
return to full use of The Grange in the coming months when we are able to welcome
everyone back in a safe environment!
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